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SueitCcT Shpack Landfill, Norton, Massachusetts

TO R. J. Hart, Manager
Oak Ridge Operations Office

The attached memorandum from the Assistant Secretary for Environment designates
the Shpack Landfill as a site for remedial action, assigning it the "highest
priority" in the Formerly Utilized Manhattan Engineer District/Atomic Energy
Commission Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). Radiological surveys and
analyses of samples have confirmed the presence of enriched uranium.

The appropriate Headquarters, 0ak Ridge Operations Office, and contractor
staff met on January 8 to discuss conditions at the site and the authority
to perform remedial action. An interim report, with background and analysis
information, was provided to J. Alexander of your office.

In view of the priority given this site, it is requested that you proceed to
construct a fence adequate to prevent inadvertent entry to the areas of the
site contaminated with uranium. The property owner's agreement to construct
the fence should be obtained. Obtaining permission from the present owner,
Mrs. Shpack, to construct a fence may be difficult. Mrs. Shpack has previously

.Andjcated that she will not allow fence construction. Her preference would
be for the Department, or someone, to purchase the entire property including
the landfill and the house. She also objected to leasing the landfill
portion of the property for this reason. If Mrs. Shpack's permission cannot
be obtained by early March, we will consider proceeding then with a court
action to permit fence construction in April or May when the ground has
thawed. We have been advised by the General Counsel's office that we might
obtain a court order permitting access for fence construction or other
remedial action based on the existing finding by the Assistant Secretary for
Environment that a potential health hazard exists. The near-term contacts
with the present owner, Mrs. Shpack, and with the State and local officials
should be coordinated with Mr. Herbert Fish, the regional representative for
the Assistant Secretary for Environment, who has had previous contacts with
Mrs. Shpack and officials in Norton.

I believe you should also proceed with obtaining a leasehold appraisal of the
landfill property in preparation for possible leasing by the Department for
the purpose of accompliishing remedial action. It may be preferable to lease
the property, if possible, even in order to construct the fence, rather than
proceed with a court action.

We do not believe that purchase of the property is warranted at this time.
I understand that the Director of Administration, who mus* approve property
leasing and acquisitions, has agreed to a one-year lease of the landfill
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portion of the site at a rent not 1o exceec $4,3Ju, snould a lease become
necessary and feasible. rne has not aareed to purcnase of the lanafil)
portion of the site pecause it is not oesignated as a safety hazara or safe-
guards proolen, a remedial action plan requirin; acguisition has not peen
prepared, and no appraisal has bdeen done. He has incicated that he would no:
agree for the Department to purcnase tne house in 2ny case pecause it is no:
contaminated and acquisition of the house is not necessary to accomplish the
remedial action at the landfill.

We have also been informed by Mr. Fish that the Texas Instruments Corporation
has indicated that it might pe willing to grant funds to tne City of Norton,

Massachusetts, for purchase of tne landfill portion of the site from 'trs. Shnacw Réi

As part of the Texas Instruments plan, a private indiviaual would siaultaneously) .-,
purchase tne nouse. The City of Norton would then give the Jepartment the rignt /72

of entry for fencing, additional surveys, ana remedial action on tha langfill.
de feel that the success of such efforts would be in the Department's pest

interest by obviating the possible need for a court action as a last resort
to obtain right of entry.

The attached memorandum from the Assistant Secretary for Environment states
that additional radiological studies must be conductec by the Environmental
and Safety Engineering Division. We have requested tnat these survey results
be provided to us and other affected offices as thev becomne known. wWe
understang the survey studies are to pe conpletes in the summer of 1951,
Accordingly, your office should plan to begin the preliminary enzinaering
study of renedial action options in tne first nuarter of FY 19u2.
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Lesignation for Remadial Action of the Shpack Landfill, Norton, Massachusetts

Geo
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ree . C nnincham
istant Szcretary for Puclear Energy (NE-1)

7S ycu are avare, we have beon conducting radiclenfcal surveys at ths Sinwck
Lena?i11 in irton, Massachusetts. since July 1279, Prelirinary datz fixa

soil and wator saxnles and miscellancous matericls ana],zed diring th> crurse
of cur studies :ave now confirmed the presence of uraniun of various eniichrente
in ursnium~255.  Furtheisore, §n somn snots on the site, radiation levelds
exce2aing these of prasent cuidelines for unrestricted sites have teen rocorded.
Tha site, in its present condition at this timz of ycar, doos not reireosant a
heelth hazard., Hewever, it is clear that if the material is scattered zlout or
recavid by unasuthorized narties, 1t pocsibly could becomes a hralth hrzord and
certzinly have an adverse effict on the extent and cost of suisecucnt ra ~dial
activities.

Pzcordingly, even thourh the Environmentel and Safety Fnafn erina P1\1,.f: myst
ceatict additicnad rad1~1r~z* 1 studies at the Shosck Lz2ndfi1l, 1 hive - octored
thowosicnate 1t for remodial action at this time. 1 consicar tnat tioi..: of
t.o nriure of the contaminstion it shoul< have the hichest priority of ar site
in tho progras.  In additinon, 11 is sun~zsted that as an {ntorli: measur o =

sccur1t‘ typo fence te constructed around tha contaninated area of (o L. 27377
tc proclude entry to the |roforty or disturtance of the rediocactive mzitcrinls
tharecn.

It 15 our unlerstendino that the Cffice of (kheral Counsel has deterndicd that
tho “ypartu=nt hes the au;nnri.y to perform remedial acticn at the Shoach Lani-
Ti11) sit2 wiich includes th~ zccuisiticn and removal or the stahilization f aav
raicactive stersial dcr:vod ron former *anhattan Engineer District/Atn iz Food ey
Ccimnission operations, 1f such action 1S required to orotact tic puhlic p-cith
ahu scvety. Cur 2nalyses to date su~cest there can be Vittle cdouht tut i
taz ma nlwnls veve derfved from flanhattan Enginaer Districi/itomic Encvey
Crmarission activities.

The Enviremucntal and Safety Encinsering hivisicn {is.nov preparing for your

usc ar drterim rzport on the analysas already perfoerr=d. In the meantin:z, the
bGivision is prepared (o brief your staff on the status of conditions at t.e siin
at tae earliest vessible tire.

"o‘igned by Ruth C. clusen
Ruth C. Clusen
Assistant Secretary for Envircarent

cc: S. Crrenlefch, 6C-~34
Jo Tinr,e_‘.’. {:P"32




